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rectal the observers found that the absorptive power of the vaginal mucosa 
was quite feeble. 

A caution is added against the indiscriminate use of large doses of the more 
powerful drugs per vaginam, especially in glycerin solutions, since the latter 
fluid may cause such a change in the surface epithelium that the absorptive 
power of the mucous membrane is greatly increased. 

Intestinal Paralysis after Abdominal Operations.— Engstkom (Zeit 
ichrift far Qtb. und QyndkologU, Band xxxvi. Heft 3) believes that while 
sepsis is the principal cause of post-operative intestinal paralysis, it may he 
due to other factors, such as mechanical or chemical irritation. The exces¬ 
sive use of saline purgatives previous to operation is to be mentioned as a 
possible cause. Psychical causes, especially excessive nervousness, are to be 
borne in mind. 

Diphtheritic Venereal Dicer of the Cervix Dterl-EAecn lArchie fur 
Dermatologic, Baud xxrix. Heft 1) calls attention to a specific lesion of the 
cervix described by Bernutz as “ diphtheritic chancre,” but subsequently 
unrecognized by most gynecologists. He describes three cases in which such 
ulcers were observed at the edge of the os externum. The multiple papules 
were slightly raised, with a grayish-yellow, finely granular surface, and bled 
easily. Inoculations ou the thighs gave typical chancroids. They healed 
quickly under iodoform. The diagnosis was aided by the presence of chan¬ 
croids on the external genitals. 

The writer believes that these cervical ulcers developed on existing erosion 
of the 03 externum. Their yellow color distinguishes them from the grayish 
bases of true chancres. 

FeUd Endometritis in Elderly Women.— Mansaxqe {Arch, ie local, ct 
fOtolet.; Central!,latt fir Qgnakokgie, Ho. 21, 1897) called attention to the 
importance of making a correct differential diagnosis in these cases. This 
form of endometritis is accompanied by a purulent, rarely bloody, discharge 
from the uterus, which always has an extremely offensive odor. The patient 
complains of anorexia, vomiting, and pain in the stomach, and becomes 
rapidly emaciated until her condition is similar to that of a victim of carci¬ 
noma. On examination the vaginal mucosa is seen to be intensely congested 
in consequence of contact with the irritating secretion. The cervix uteri 
presents a normal appearance, the corpus being somewhat enlarged. Pain 
ia experienced on passing tha sound, and an escape of pus with offensive odor 
is noted on withdrawing the instrument 
It is impossible to distinguish this condition from carcinoma of the corpus 
uteri except by careful palpation of the interior of the organ and the removal 
of tisane for microscopical examination. In the benign condition this shows 
the ordinary changes characteristic of chronic endometritis, glandular hyper¬ 
trophy, hyperplasia of the connective tissue, and round-cell infiltration. 

The prognosis of fetid endometritis is favorable, though recurrence may 
occur after enrettement. The cervix should always be thoroughly dilated 
with tents before operation, after which the uterus is to be tamponed with 
iodoform ganze saturated with a 30 per cent, solution of carbolic acid in 
glycerin. 
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Cerebro-spinal Meningitis due to the Meningococcus.— Stoelzner (Ber¬ 
liner kliniechc Wochenschri/f, 1897, No. 16, S. 333) reports a case of epidemic 
cerebro-spinal meningitis in a girl, aged two and one-half years, terminating 
in recovery at the end of thirty-four days. The interest of the observation 
lies in the fact that lumbar puncture was made and that the cerebro-spinal 
fluid gave a pure culture of the intracellular meningococcus (Weichselbaum- 
Jaeger), which, according to the researches of Heubner, should be considered 
the specific cause of epidemic cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

Purulent Arthritis in the Course of Epidemic flerahm-Rp inai TViVmfn grrHn- 
—Fronz ( Wiener ilinische Wochcnschrift, 1897, No. 15) reports the case of a 
boy, aged two and one-half years, admitted to the hospital with all the symp¬ 
toms of a cerebro-spinal meningitis and an arthritis of the right ankle-joint, 
which had begun three days after the onset of the meningitis. Lumbar 
puncture gave issue to a turbid fluid, containing, besides numerous leuco- 
cytes, a great number of intracellular meningococci, which proved to be 
extremely virulent for mice, but less so for guinea-pigs. 

Pus removed from the articulation also contained meningococci, which 
failed to grow. Cultures of the blood also remained sterile. 

The child died about fifteen days after entrance. Two dayB before death 
he presented successively arthritis of the elbow and thumb of the left side 
and of the shoulder, elbow, and wrist of the right. The streptococcus alone 
was found in the exudate. At the autopsy the lesions of cerebro-spinal 
meningitis were found. The ankle-joint, which had contained meningococci 
in its exudate, was nearly well. The other articulations, which had been 
affected shortly before death and showed the presence of streptococci, were 
filled with pu3. 

According to the author, the arthritis of the ankle, which had existed 
from the early period of the disease, had been produced by the specific 
agent of the meningitis; while the other joint involvements were due to a 
secondary infection with the streptococcus. This observation showB that the 
meningococcus may penetrate the articulations and provoke the formation 
of an exudate; that this form of joint inflammation, like the meningitis due 
to the same cause, has a tendency to cure, which is absent in an arthritis due 
to streptococci or staphylococci. 

The Use and Limitations of Condensed Milk in Infant Feeding.— Kerley 
{Medical News, 1897, vol. Ixx. No. 23) gives an admirable study of this sub- 



